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PISH AID WILDLIFE SERVICE *

For Release TUESDAY PM's, SEPTEMBER 23, 1947
FISY PRODUCTICK HIGE, PRICES REASCNABLE, KRUG DECLARES

Secretary of the Interior J. A. Krug today sald thet satisfactory production
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levels and comparstively reasonable nrices prevailing in t
vided at lerst a partial solution to problems created oy current high nrices of
meats andé egzs.

A revort from the Figh and Wildlife Service shows that the production of
fresh fish is now at its peak for the yesr and that meny popular varieties are sel-
ling at reasonable prices.

"The use of figh as an alternative for meat," Secretary Koz said, "will also
gerve to alleviate the critical grain situ~tion in some meesure because ceresl re-
quired for schipment abroad is not needed in the producticn of fishery products.

, "The scquivment of the United States fisting induetry is, in general, better
then it has been in many years, and if the nation demrnds substential additional
production from the industry, there is little doubt thst this additional procuction
can be readily obtained.

"Fish and other seafood are among our most nutritionally valuable foods.
Since this is so, housewives, hotels, restaurants, and other food-dispensing insti-
tutions would 3o well to lock to the fighing industry for an increasing pzrt of
their nrotein food needs, " the Secretary declared.

The Fish and Wildlife Service renort shows thot:

Retail prices reported by the Massschusetts Demartment of Agriculture for
It ! X ] .
Boston for the last weer in Avugnst show important fishery items generally sbout

equal in price and in a number of cases like haddock, lobster, oysters, and mackerd
slightly lower than - yzar ago.

Te Hew York City Department of Markets renorts retail orices for tas week
ended August 2% considerably below those in effect at the end of January for cod,
flounder, haddock, and macizerel.

A survey of verious wholesgle markets shows prices generally about the same as
those of a yenr ago with many immortent items lower.



Wholesale market receipts in Hew Yorlr City as reported by market news offices
in that city for the first eight monthe of 1947 chow 14 million pounds of fishery
products received compared with 162 million pounds for the comparable period of
1946. Wholesale prices reported were about the seme to a shade higher. Lower
prices were reported for maciterel.

Boston lendings to A :L-St 30 this year totaled 12 million pounds compared
with 8 million pounds a yee: »go. ‘holesale nrices reported for the latter part
of August were about the san:v ng o yvear ago with some mmortan‘( species such as
haddock, whitlng, and rosef?sh reported lower than a yoar ago.

Seattle wholegale market receipts totaled 43 million pounds for the eieht
months of 1947 compared wi-h 51 million pounds in thot »o 2riod of 1946, Prices ro~
ported were zenerally lover than a year ago.

Chicsgo receints on the wholesale market amounted to 57 million pounds to
Aungvet 29 this \feai' cor) red with 53 million pounds during the comparable prx riod of
1946, Prices in effect furing the last wee- in August were about the same Fs a
vear 2£0.

A general survey riade in May 19L7 revealed that prices of fish at vholesale
had fallen off 28 perc mt during the nrovious eight months. Prices of some im-
portant varieties of f .sh had declined as much ag 55 percent sincs October 19u6,
While other foods remrined at hish levele, fish hod dropped in vrice below the
ceilings established curing the wer by (FA.

iz ngually a2t its apex. For
erab meat, oysters, and
figheries produce cod, cusk,
1e Gulf, mullet, red snapper,
ives lar herring, lake

Production of fresh fish durirg the f&al
New York City, cod, flounders, mollocik, whiti
scallops are receivad in lorge anentities,
flounders, hake, oollock, rosecfish, and scallops. 1
oysters anld shrimp are *Jrevalent. The Chicago area re
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trout, pike, sheepshead, whitefish, yellow nerch, o3 - and chrimp in considerable
Cxuan’m ty. South At.L?I.th shacias are bluefich, red drum, mullet, sea trout, crab

h, rockfish, salmon,

meat, shrims, catfish snd bullhesds. In Sea,ttle, savle ,
ifornia, flounders,

Tis
smelt clamg, crab, and shrimp are in good supply. In Cal
barracuda, sea basss, shrimp, and oystere are prevalen
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A survey of frozen fich stocks in public freezers throughout the country on
September 1, 1947 showed a total of 132 million poun-ﬁ.s comparad with 152 million
pounis a year ago0 when stocks were ~t record levels. uo::_;,z«arek~ with the five-year
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vergge Ior this d te, holdinzs were up 12 vercent. OCod fillets, haddock fillets,
rosefish fillets, 1 \xll];llu, meckerel, salmon, and wf-uti.r_gj werse in 'Dr’ll‘tlvulotl“lj zood
supply. Supplies of frozen fishery nroducts are built up during the pesk of fh@
runs, and for most varieties, reach o meximum late in the year. M.oc'lcm methods of
refrigeration make possible the preparation of frozen 3:-1‘oducts with flavor ecnal to
that of Iresh figh.

For economy, the Fish and Wildlife Service adviced, consumers should look for
items in abundant supblv or for local or lesser ‘mown varieties of fresh fish; come
pare Iresh and frozen fich prices. Fillets and stealza ere economical because they
have little waste mnd generally Mvolve little cleening or other preparation.
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